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NOTES AND QUERIES. 

UfltflSii. 

Franklin Documents. — Mr. Charles Eoberts, of this city, contrib- 
utes the following copies of the original documents in his collection of 
Franklin Manuscripts : 

" The third Day of May Anno Domini 1742 We the Subscribers Mem- 
bers of the Library Company of Philadelphia being met in pursuance 
of Notice for that purpose given do thankfully receive & accept of the 
Charter granted to the s a Company by the hon Me the Proprietaries of 
Pensylvania. Witness our Hands. 

Sam 1 Hale, by his Proxy W m Parsons 

Nich 8 Scull, by his Proxy W m Parsons 

Will m Maugridge, by his Proxy W m Parsons 

W m Parsons 

Ja s Morris 

Joseph Stretch 

Isaac Williams by his Proxy Henry Pratt 

Henry Pratt 

Evan Morgan 

Thomas Shaw by his Proxy Jacob DuchS 

Jacob Duch6 



Jn° Langdale 
John Eoberts 
Isaiah Warner 
Philip Syng 
George Emlen J r 
John Jones jun r 
Tho s Hopkinson 
Richard Peters 
William Peters by his 
Proxy Eichard Peters 
Alex. Graydon 



Andrew Hamilton 
Eobt. Greenway 
Samuel Morris 
Sam 1 Coates 
Benj n Shoemaker 
Hugh Eoberts 
W m Coleman 
Joseph Breintnall 
Sam 1 Morris 
B. Franklin 
Eich 11 Standley 
Tench Francis 
John Bead 
Anth. Nicholas 



Charles Meredith by his Proxy Henry Pratt 

W m Callender 

Joseph King 

Benj. Paschall 

John Paschall 

W m Plumsted 

Will. Allen 

Fra s Eichardson 

Isr. Pemberton jun r 

James Hamilton 

Samuel Ehoads 

Tho" Godfrey 

James Bingham 

W m Crosthwaite 

SeTe L%d d } by their Proxy HughEoberts 
Samuel M°Call 
John Sober" 



" Know all Men by these Presents, that I B. F. of the City of Philad" 
Printer, being now about to depart for England, and the Time of my 
Eeturn uncertain ; and there being long Ace" of Partnership unsettled 
between David Hall of the same Place Printer, and myself, which Part- 
nership is now near expiring, and the Settlement of those Accounts be- 
come for that Eeason more immediately necessary ; Therefore, for the 
more expeditious & certain Settlement of the same, I do hereby nomi- 
nate and appoint my trusty and loving Friend James Parker Esquire, of 
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Woodbridge in East Jersey, to be my lawful Attorney, in my Behalf to 
examine all the Accounts kept of the said Partnership by the said David 
Hall, with the Books, Eeceipts and other Vouchers, and to make a State 
of the same with all such Allowances as to him my said Attorney shall 
seem equitable where distinct Accounts cannot be obtained ; and when 
such State is so far compleated as then it may be to transmit the same to 
me in London for my Perusal Six Months at least before the Expiration 
of the Partnership ; and also to value the Printing Presses, Types and 
other Materials for Printing belonging to me & now in the Use & Occu- 
pation of the said David Hall, and which he has agreed to purchase of 
me at the Bate of such Valuation as shall be made by the said James 
Parker in my Behalf. And in case I should not return to Philad" before 
the Expiration of the said Partnership, I do then hereby give and grant 
to my said Attorney full Power to close the said Accounts, sell & deliver 
the said Printing Materials to the said David Hall, at the Valuation so as 
aforesaid by him to be made, receive the Monies on the whole to me 
arising for me & my use, and make a final Ending of all Accounts be- 
tween the said David Hall & myself; thereupon giving full Acquittances 
& Discharges, in my Behalf which shall be of equal Force & Validity 
as if made & given by me. In Witness, &c." 

Old-Time Vacations, copied from a manuscript entry in a copy of 
Aitken's Eegister for 1774, in the library of the Historical Society of 
Pennsylvania. 
" Holidays fob the College and Academy op Philadelphia. 

Days 
" Christmafs from the 24 th Dec r including New Year's day . 7 

" Jan* 30 th & Shrove Tuesday 2 

" Easter, Passion Week and E : Monday 7 

" King's Birthday and the 2 a Days of Spring & Fall Fairs . 3 

"Whitsuntide 4 

" Four Quarter Days 4 

" 20 Days preceding the last Monday in August . . .20 

" Two Election Days (Octob r ) 2 

" Aniversary of the Academy on y e 13 th Nov r ... .1 

" Whole 50 Days 
" N. B. The Collegians have one Month more than the other Schools 
in August & September as usual." 

Trinity Church, Oxford. — The following facts relating to the 
parish known as Trinity Church, Oxford, may be of interest to some of 
your readers. There is on record the deed for the three acres on which 
the church stands of Thomas Graves to Joshua Carpenter et al. " in trust 
for the use of the Communicants of the Holy Mother Church of Eng- 
land," dated December 30, 1700. Mr. George Keith, in his journal, 
under date of April 2, 1704, in enumerating the churches in Pennsyl- 
vania says, " the third, Frankfort alias Oxford." It would seem, there- 
fore, as if the present building was erected between these dates. There 
is an old map of a survey of that part of the city showing the plot of 
ground and the building dated 1711. C. D. C. 

The "Macpheeson Blues." — We are indebted to the courtesy of 
William Macpherson Hornor, Esq., for the following returns of the 
" Battalion of Infantry of Macpherson Blues," copied from the originate 
in his possession. 
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"Return of the Commission'd Officers of the Infantry Battalion of 
Macpherson's Blues. 



1 st Captain 


Vacant 






Ond " 


Tho s McEwen 


Elected. 


, May 28 th 1798 


34 « 


Rob' Heysham 




« Qpt « 


4th » 


Tho B Willing 




it Ct It 


5th " 


James Strawbridge 




June 25 th " 


1 st Lieutenants David Lewis 




" 11 th " 


2 


David Evans 




it (t u 


3 


James Davidson 




May 31 st " 


4 


Rich 4 0. Jones 




ii it a 


5 


John S. Smith 




June 25 th " 


1 Ensigns 


Paschall Hollingsworth 




it ci a 


2 


Tho s Hale 




ti a tt 


3 


Vacant 






4 


Vacant 








(C 


Jn M°Catjley Adjutant 








" 22** Marcli 1799—' 



Poeteait OF the late John Jobdan, Je.— A portrait of the late 
Vice-President John Jordan, Jr., painted by Mrs. Jessie Sartell Wilson, 
has been presented to the Historical Society of Pennsylvania by his 
nephew, Mr. William H. Jordan. 

Women's Rights in 1735. — The Pennsylvania Gazette, April 10-17, 
1735, contains the following : 

" Philadelphia, April 17. 

" We hear from Chester County, that last Week at a Vendue held there, 
a Man being unreasonably abusive to his Wife upon some trifling Occa- 
sion, the Women form'd themselves into a Court, and order'd him to be 
apprehended by their Officers and brought to Tryal : Being found guilty 
he was condemn'd to be duck'd 3 times in a neighbouring Pond, and to 
have one half cut off, of his Hair and Beard (which it seems he wore at 
full length) and the Sentence was accordingly executed, to the great Di- 
version of the Spectators." 

Geeenlee — Stebbins. — E. A. Claypool, of Chicago, is compiling 
genealogies of the Greenlee and Stebbins families for Mr. Ralph Steb- 
bins Greenlee, 1692 Graceland Avenue, Chicago, who desires the ad- 
dresses of all descendants of either family, in order to send them blanks 
for records. 

Swedish Settlees in Buelington County, New Jeesey.— In 
Hill's "History of the Church in Burlington," p. 141, is a copy of a 
letter from Rev. John Talbot, rector of St. Mary's Church, Burlington, 
New Jersey, to the Lord Bishop of London, dated from that town, Oc- 
tober 21, 1716, giving his version of a dispute with Governor Hunter, of 
New Jersey. He writes, " But the Governor went away to the Swedish 
Church, [on Sunday morning previous] which he understands as much 
as I do Arabic." 

A survey made for the wife of Thomas Elwood in 1693 for three 
thousand two hundred and fifty acres in Chester Township, Burlington 
County, recites, " Begins by Swedes run at the head line of the Swedes 
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land &c." Chester Township then extended from the Delaware River to 
the Atlantic Ocean, between Ran cocas and Pensauken Creeks. 

On Scattergood and Vanderveer's driving map of sixteen miles 
around Philadelphia, published in 1876, is marked " Swedes Creek," a 
small run emptying into the Delaware one and a half miles above 
Riverton. 

In the old Town Book of Chester Township is recorded Mounce Cox 
and Elias Toy paid each three shillings for work on the road, 1693, Justa 
Fish, constable in 1698, and Mounce Cox the next year. Isaac Conro 
held the same office in 1706, and Mounce Sken was overseer in 1708, 
James Taconey was constable in 1722, and Daniel Conro overseer. 

An unrecorded deed dated August 23, 1711, from Thomas Stevenson, 
gent., of Bucks County, Pennsylvania, to Thomas Lippincott, yeoman, 
of Burlington County, New Jersey, for " 1034 acres on Pensaukin creek 
near its mouth," and " adjoining Cinnaminson," in its boundaries leaves 
what is now Palmyra and Riverton lands unaccounted for. These, until 
recent times, have been mainly held by the Toy and Wallace families. 

Recital from a deed dated March 12, 1768, John Wallis to James Toy, 
both of Chester Township : " Philip Wallis located 1750 acres of Rights 
August 14 1737." He died leaving a will. After bequests he leaves the 
residue of his estate " to his two sons Thomas and John . . . included 
in which was the undivided remainder, and unlocated, 587 acres 12 
perches." Thomas, by deed March 1, 1768, gave his brother John his 
undivided remainder, and John conveys to James Toy. 

The evidence is that the old tradition that there was a Swedish settle- 
ment on the Delaware, north of Pensauken Creek, is correct. None 
of these Swedes had titles. That Elias Toy and John Wallis were suc- 
cessful ones, and bought the little holdings of their compatriots, and 
then perfected their titles by purchase and location of Rights from the 
Council of Proprietors. The failure of the purchasers of Rights to re- 
cord their surveys at Burlington leaves the original title unaccounted for 
until some subsequent deed of conveyance copies it from the papers held 
by the family of the first purchaser. John R. Stevenson. 

Haddonfield, New Jersey. 

John Moll's Assignment of Indian Purchase in Delawaee 
to William Penn. — 



"B. 



)EE itt known unto all men thatt Wee KANOCKERE, ALOM, EL- 
LIGENE, NOGCOTTO, TOWIS, WIPPAYCAM, and WINAPPEN- 
EGGE, Have, ffor us and ower Hairs aliniated Bargand and Sold Unto 
Mr. JOHN MOLL, off the Town off Newcastle upon Delaware River 
in the Behalffe off all the Inhabitans Dwellinge att Casr and Brook 
Hand and CLa Creeke & Witte CLay Creeck quite unto the falls 
thare off Which are all reddi Seazed and shall Gedder here after upon 
any oft the said Lands above Cristina Creeck as ffar as the Presincqs off 
Mary Land, ye Land Called Musse Critter thare in Included, TO have and 
to Hold the said Land and Every Partt and Parsill thare off, free of all 
CLaims or CLaments off all Inians or Indians Whatt Soever or Whom 
So ever, as Well for them Selffs as ffor there Hairs Execators Ad- 
ministrators or Assinges for Ever and thatt ffor a Valuable Consideration 
in woll Satisfaction payd unto us within Writtern by the said Mr. JOHN 
MOLL, as Well ffor his own and proper accoumpt as also ffor the 
Proper accompt off all the Present and all futuor Sedlem.tts & in- 
habitans yn all those Parts and Every Parsell and Part jn the above 
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Said Presincxts Mensionett, geven unther Ower Custumary Marcks &e 
In Newcastle the 10th day off Jully a.d. 1680 
In the PSenee off us, 



"J. J. HAES :— The Marck off 


X 




KANOCKEEE 


"TheMarck 


X 


off 


AEOM 


" The Marke of 


X 




ELIGGENE 


" The Marke 


X 


off 


NOGCOTTO 


" The Marke 


X 


off 


TOWIS 


"The Marke 


X 


off 


WIPPAYOAM 


" The Marke 


X 


off 


WINAPPENEGGE 



" I JNO. MOLL doe asseinge all my Eeight title and In- 
terest in the Within Mentioned Portith Unto the Eeight 
Honorad WILLIAM PENN, Esqr. Propri.or & Gouvr. off 
Pensilvania NewCastle &c. my own plantation off two hun- 
dered and od akers of Land in Witt Clay Creeke only Ex- 
cepted 

NewCastle ye 21st day of ye 12 m : 1682. 

"JNO. MOLL. 

"Inant Philadelphia 20th Octor. 1740 

Between JOHN PENN. THOS. PENN &;RICHD. PENN Esqrs. Complts ) 

and > 

CHARLES CALVERT Esqr. Ld. BALTIMORE in ye Kingdom of Ireland Deft J 

This paper writing was shown to PATRICK BAIRD 01 



their — exaion as witnesses on the part of the Complts at the execution of a 
Comission for examining of witnesses in this cause in Pensilva.&c. witness our 
hands. 

"JOHN KINSEY B YOUNG CLEM. PLUMSTED 

"JAS. STEELING SAMUEL CHEW 

cq do <» o 
oo*S -a *> 
to* 53 £ 

t,& S o ?H " Seven Indiensther bill off 

■9 % * i 



£ - gg7tf gg Seale ffor all ye Land 

fa c3 ja'3<» 5*2 b y an & above Christina 

^iJg^Wfx, !jq Kreeke July ye 10th 1680 

I2l5=| fe ^ "Nov 27 1740 



H . g-gg * gL "Shewn P. BAIED 

2%~. £• "JK 

& a «fe b 






tr 



^H 



&. •-< 85 JB* g 

O i_i B 



►tf 
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Strength of the American Army in 1778, 1779. — Assistant Sec- 
retary of War William Jackson prepared the following report for the 
Hon. Thomas Fitzsimmons, member of Congress from Philadelphia : 

" 1778. 
January ) Commissioned 

February [Staff 

March ] Non-commissioned & Privates 



April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

Septem" 

October 

Novem r 
Decern 1 



) Commissioned 

[Staff .... 

J Non-commiss a & Privates 

) Commissioned 
[Staff . 
Non-commiss a & Privates 



) Commissioned 

[Staff . . . _ . 
J Non-commiss a & Privates 

" 1779. 



974 

238 

22,147 

1,554 
367 

25,994 

1,661 

375 

30,548 

1,732 

427 

34,674 



January ] Commissioned 
February [ Staff .... 
March I Non-eonimiss a & Privates 



April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

Septem r 

October ] Commissioned 
November [ Staff .... 
December ) Non-commiss a & Privates 



) Commissioned 

[ Staff . . . _ . 

J Non-commiss a & Privates 

) Comm a 

[Staff .... 

J Non-commiss a & Privates 



2,234 

519 

31,800 

2,136 

475 
29,800 

2,007 

466 

28,429 

2,103 

409 

28,696 

"The returns of the Southern army— and those for the detached 
Posts not being always complete — it is supposed that near One thousand 
men are deficient in the general estimate. 

"W. Jackson 
" Assis* Sec™ of War. 
"War Office June 11, 1788. 
" The honorable 

M E Fitzsimmons." 

Dr. Daniel de Benneville. — Mrs. Anne de Benneville Mears 
contributes the following historical data relating to Dr. Daniel de Ben- 
neville, surgeon of the Thirteenth Virginia Eegiment of Foot in the 
Continental Establishment, and one of the junior surgeons of the 
" Flying Hospitals." Daniel, the fourth child and eldest son of Dr. 
George de Benneville, was born November 12, 1753, and died in Phila- 
delphia in August of 1827. 

" Mahoning Aug' 19 th 79 

"Dr. Sir— 

" Here we are in a small Valley circumscribed all around with mon- 
strous hills, raining violently, no savages have yet showed their face — 

Vol. xxiii. — 8 
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perhaps a few days may bring them to view. We shall move on as soon 
as this weather holds up. I have gained no flesh since I started. You 
will in a couple of days receive a reinforcement to your hospital — you 
had better desire the Quarter to provide a few Bunks. I wish you 
health and happiness. 

" I am yours &c. 

" A. Mobgan. 
" P. S. My comp' 3 to Mrs. Ormsby. Col. Brodhead desires you may 
take care of Monture, who comes down with y e sick. 
"To 

"Doct k Dan l de Benneville 
" Fort Pitt." 

" Head Qcaetees March 25"> '80 

"Deae Doctoe — 

" The Bearer Laurence Mahony, soldier of Oapt. Rogers Compy, waits 
upon you to try if your superior skill in the Medical can yield him some 
relief. Please to receive into your Hospital in your great Benevolence 
& cure him if possible, which I am convinced you can do if it is in the 
power of Medicine, nor the Distemper baffles the Physician's art. 

" Mr. Bentley suspects that in the great multiplicity of Business, you 
have entirely forgotten him. 

" I would be very glad to see you in Town as soon as convenient & 
bring me some Medicine. 

" I am Dear Sir 

" yours sincerely 

"I. L. F 

" P. S. Capt n Jno. Finley was taken very ill last night & begs to see 
you. 
" Doct b D. Bexneville, 
" Chartiers." 

" The best respects of Doctf Dan 1 De Benneville, late a Surgeon in the 
Virginia Line, attend General Morgan. Will confer a particular favour 
by informing him, when it will be convenient for the Doctor to wait on 
the General, on business respecting the Donation Lands granted to the 
Line of that State in the late Army of the United States. 

" The Doctor waits the General's answer. 
" Feb. 21" 1798." 

[Dr. de Benneville had been granted sis thousand acres of land in 
Ohio.] 

Letteb of Lieutenant Chaeles W. Mobgan, U. S. N. — 

" TJ. S. Sloop Buffalo 
" off New Castle September 6"> 1814. 
" SlE, 

" The Guns at your request has been transported from Bridgeport to 
this place, not in good order and in many instances deficient — a list of 
the articles rec d at Bridgeport have been enclosed to Commodore Murray 
where you will at once see what has been expended. If it is your wish 
the Guns shall immediately be put in order. There will be required for 
them Powder, Grape Shot, Iron Stands, canvas & Marling for the pur- 
pose of making them up. 

" Respectfully your ob* 
"Serv* 

" 0. W. MOEGAN. 

" Geni- Beoomfield." 
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Joior'FiTCH and his Steamboat.— The following account of Brooke 
and Wilson, who built the steamboat for John Fitch, and the letter of 
William Thornton, are contributed by Albert Cook Myers. The origi- 
nals are in the possession of the Misses Sarah and Julia McOlintock, 
of Philadelphia, granddaughters of John Wilson. 

" Nov. 23, 1786. 

" John Fitch to Brooke & Wilson Dr. 

" to Building a Steem Boat 45 feet . . . 45 

to a coat of Stuff . . . . . . 1 10 

to 6 pieces of timber @ 2/6 p . . 15 

to 13 & i Days Work @ 5/ p ... - •■ - 

to 155 feet of Board @ 2 4 p 



3 


7 


6 


50-12- 6 
1 5 10 


51 


18 
16 


4 
8 



51 1 8" 
From Account Book of John Wilson. 

" City of Washington 17 11 Janr, 1818 
"Sib 

" I was lately informed by the B.ev a Dr : Allison that you were living 
in New Jersey, and I rejoiced to hear that I have a good witness in you 
of the operations of the steam-boat company, which the late M r Fulton 
and others affected to despise & to disbelieve. I had a little pamphlet 
published, which gives some account of the Steam Boat and its origin, 
and I wish to obtain the Books and papers of the company, to produce 
them as vouchers to the truth of my statements, in case they should be 
called in question; and I understand they are in the Hands of the 
Brother of my late Friend, and partner, M r Rich 4 Stockton ; but I do 
not know where to address him, and have therefore taken tbe liberty of 
inclosing a few lines to him through you, which you will be so good as 
to forward to him, as soon as you conveniently can. — If you could favor 
me with a certificate, if you were present at the Experiment we made of 
the Boat, when we went at the rate of eight miles an hour, you would 
very much oblige me, as I wish to publish this account again, & I 
have only one or two copies left, which however I send to you & the 
Brother of my late Friend M r Stockton. — If you send one I think it 
might be in the following, or any similar form. — 

" ' I certify that I was the constructor of the Boat mentioned in the 
Experiment related by D r William Thornton, and that I was present at 
the said Experiment — that what he there relates is strictly true to my 
knowledge, and that the Boat went at the rate of eight miles an hour.' 

" If this were to be done before a justice of the peace it would be 
well, that I may publish it, in the same manner I have published 
Oliver Evans's ; and I should be glad if you relate to me any Circum- 
stances that might be of service in establishing what I have published : 
for so many puffs are daily publishing relative to Fulton, to obtain 
patents in other countries in his name, that this trick ought to be put a 
stop to : for poor old John Fitch was the real Inventor, & his Com- 
pany brought it to perfection & not Fulton. — 

"I beg you to inclose your answer to me, and seal it, and direct to D r 
William Thornton — Superintend' of the Patent Office — then inclose it 
to the Hon : John Adams — See y of State of the U. States — Washington — 
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" I am Sir, with every good wish for your happiness both here & here- 
after — yrs &c 

" William Thornton. 
" To Me John Wilson 

[Endorsed] 

" M r John Wilson 

" Burlington — 

"New Jersey" — 

Frederick, Maryland.—" The first house was built by Mr. Thomas 
Schley in 1746. This gentleman died in the year 1790, aged 78 ; after 
having had the satisfaction of seeing a dreary wood late the habitation 
of bears, wolves, and deer &c. and the occasional hunting ground of the 
gloomy Savage converted into a flourishing town Surrounded by a fertile 
Country, smiling with yellow harvests and comfortable farm houses 
interspersed with handsome Seats, the happy reward of enterprizing 
persevering industry." 

The above extract from a description of the town of Frederick, Mary- 
land, is taken from The Key, a magazine published there by John D. 
Gary and printed by Matthias Bartgis in 1798. The only known copy 
is in the library of the Hon. Samuel W. Pennypacker, LL.D. It was 
continued through but a single year. ' 

Tempsford Hall destroyed by Fire. — The Bedfordshire Times and 
Independent of November 18, 1898, contains a full account of the destruc- 
tion by fire of Tempsford Hall, the seat of Major William Dugald 
Stuart, J. P., the present head of the family of the Founder of Penn- 
sylvania, in England, with its many treasures of literature and arts. 
The origin of the fire is unknown, and the outbreak was so sudden and 
its spread so rapid that the lives of the inmates were for a time in great 
peril, and but a few relics were saved. Tempsford Hall was built about 
one hundred and twenty years ago, and two wings were added to it in 
recent years. Valuable paintings were preserved in the library and 
drawing-room, and the family portraits were hung in the hall and 
dining-room. The silver was kept in afire-proof plate cupboard, and 
the cellars were stored with choice and valuable vintages. 

On Thursday night, November 10, the night of the fire, Mr. Bulkeley 
Hughes, a brother of Mrs. Stuart, and Colonel Josselyn, Chief Constable 
of the Bedfordshire Police, were guests at the Hall. An hour or so after 
midnight Mr. Hughes was awakened by a crackling noise, and recog- 
nizing the sound of burning wood, hastened to Major Stuart's room and 
gave the alarm. Major Stuart at once went to arouse Colonel Josselyn, 
and Mr. Hughes remained with his sister, who was anxious for the 
safety of her little son Esme\ who was sleeping in the night nursery on 
the second floor. Tying blankets and sheets together, he lowered Mrs. 
Stuart out of the window on to the lawn, and followed quickly after her. 
Clad in little more than trousers and pyjams, and climbing with his 
naked hands and feet, Mr. Hughes mounted by the cornices and stack- 
pipe till he got to the portico of the front door, and there the boy was 
dropped into his arms by the nurse from the window above. Thence he 
was lowered by Mr. Hughes into the hands of his sister, who awaited 
below. 

Major Stuart, who forced his way through the dense smoke to arouse 
Colonel Josselyn, was overcome and fell to the floor. Coming out into 
the hall, the Colonel stumbled over the unconscious body of Major 
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Stuart. Taking the body of the Major in his arms, Colonel Josselyn, 
after several ineffectual attempts, finally escaped from the building. 

The butler succeeded in rescuing some of the more valuable pictures, 
among them the famous portrait of William Penn in armor, which was 
let into the wall over the- fire-place of the library, and another valuable 
painting, representing Queen Anne in a family group. The family por- 
traits, of which there was an extensive and valuable collection, were 
utterly destroyed. Not a vestige remains of a host of other priceless 
treasures, — for example, the walking-stick of Charles L, and many Penn 
relics. 

Extract from the Shrewsbury, New Jersey, Court Records, 
1707.— 

" A Record of Gods Judgment on Richard Combes att Shrewsbury In 
a court of Sessions Anno Dom 1707 Richard Combes being on his 
examination before the s d court on his charge for stealing Edward Tay- 
lors hoges, he was bold in declaring his innocency, & was told by the 
Justices to take care how he did persist to deny that which all men did 
belive him gilty of, he then againe called upon God and said that God 
knew his Inosency & that he was cleare of the charge of stealeing 
those hoges ; one or two of the Justices looking full in his face prayed 
him to forbare apealeing to that greate being who would one day meet 
with him for it if he was gilty of the crime charged, he againe began to 
call on God saying that God knew he was cleare, and sudenly fell down 
like one struck dead he was helped up just opened his eyes & fell down 
againe looked worse than a dead man & did not recover in a consider- 
able time to be sencible his toong houng out of his mouth & did not 
wholy come to himself in some weeks &c. 
" By order of Court 

" James Bollen Clk 

" A true copy from the Records in Book D. 
" J Rhea Clk" 

Biographical Note relating to the Hon. John Wiltbank, 
of Delaware. — John Wiltbank, of Lewes, Sussex County, Delaware, 
born in 1731, was the son of Cornelius and Comfort (Waples) Wiltbank, 
a member of a well-known family which had been settled at or near 
Lewes for nearly a century. 1 I have been able to find but little recorded 
of his early life, but from internal evidences believe that he was trained 
to the law. He first appears on the public records as a justice of the 
peace, to which position he was appointed in 1765, and in which he 
continued for many years, probably down to the date of his death. 2 

For a number of years prior to 1775 he was also a member of the 
Delaware Assembly, and we find that when a convention of the mem- 
bers of the Delaware Legislature met at New Castle on August 1, 1774, 
Mr. Wiltbank was one of the delegates from Sussex County. 3 This 

1 Helmanus Frederick Wiltbank, the progenitor of this family, was evidently from 
Holland, and is found at the WhoreMll as early as 1665. He was justice of the peace, 
1674, 1677, 1682 ; high sheriff, 1669, 1674, 1677, and 1682, thus serving both under Governor 
Andross and Governor Penn. He died in 1683. his widow Jonakin surviving him. His 
son Isaac married Elizabeth, daughter of Samuel Gray, of Gray's Inn, Sussex County, 
who was a member of the Assembly from 1683 to 1690, and also one of Penn's Provincial 
Councillors. Cornelius, the son of Isaac, and father of the Hon. John Wiltbank of the 
text, was coroner, October 30, 1730, and high sheriff, October 5, 1734. His wife was Com- 
fort Waples, who died in 1741. 

2 Scharf, Vol. ii. p. 1211, 1212, and " Pennsylvania Archives," Vol. ii. p. 611. 

3 Scharf, Vol. i. p. 218 et seq. 
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convention considered resolutions adopted at the county meetings re- 
garding the Stamp Act, and that adopted by the inhabitants of Sussex 
County, on July 23, is noteworthy because it stood boldly for non-inter- 
course with England, the fourth resolution reading, — 

" That it is our opinion that it would conduce to the restoration of 
the liberties of America should the Colonies enter into a joint agree- 
ment not to import any articles of British manufacture or carry on any 
branch of trade unless under such restrictions as may be agreed upon 
by the Congress." 1 

Certainly these resolutions exhibit considerable bravery and far- 
sightedness. Of the committee appointed by this meeting to commu- 
nicate these resolutions to the convention of the Legislature above 
mentioned Mr. Wiltbank was a member. On the 22d of August the 
convention reassembled, and at its meeting Caesar Rodney, Thomas 
McKean, and George Bead were appointed deputies to the General 
Continental Congress proposed to be held in Philadelphia during the 
next month. 

In August, 1776, the Delaware Constitutional Convention assembled 
at New Castle, and of this convention Mr. Wiltbank was a member. A 
constitution for the State was adopted by which there was created a 
General Assembly, consisting of the Council, corresponding to what is 
now called the Senate, and the House of Representatives. 2 

The Senate was composed of nine members, three from each county, 
who were required to be freeholders, twenty-five years of age, and were 
elected by the people in such a manner that one-third of the Council 
was elected every year. On October 29, 1776, the following were elected 
members of the Council from Sussex County : 

John Wiltbank, 542 votes ; William Polk, 541 votes ; Daniel Dingee, 
541 votes. 

On October 29, 1776, these members of the Council took the oath. 3 
Mr. Wiltbank punctually attended the meetings of the Council, and on 
November 7, 1776, was elected by the Council and Assembly a member 
of the Council of Safety of Delaware. 4 On February 21, 1777, he was 
elected by the Council "Justice of the Courts of Common Pleas and 
Orphans' Court for Sussex County, and Chief Justice of the same." 5 

I am unable to ascertain how many years he remained in this posi- 
tion, but he probably held it up to the time of his death. So public- 
spirited a citizen we would expect to find interested in local as well as 
in national affairs. Thus, in 1762 there is a deed recorded executed by 
Mr. Wiltbank to " Ryves Holt, Jacob Kollock and others, in considera- 
tion of ten shillings, as well as for the promotion and encouragement of 
the youth of the country being taught and educated on the principles of 
religion and virtue, useful knowledge and learning." The property 
thus conveyed was to be used for the erection of a school-house. 6 

In 1790 Mr. Wiltbank was a trustee of St. Peter's Episcopal Church, 
of which his son, the Rev. James Wiltbank, soon after became rector, 
and in 1788 we find that he was also a trustee of Bethel Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 

He died on July 10, 1792, his wife, who was Mary, daughter of Wood- 
man Stockeley, surviving him. 

R. 

1 Scharf, loc. cit. 

2 Scharf, Vol. i. p. 233. 

8 Minntes of Council of Delaware, Vol. i. p. 24. 

4 Minutes, etc., loc. cit. 

5 Minutes, etc., Vol. i. p. 82. 
« Scharf, Vol. Ii. p. 1230. 
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"Washington.— The Lancaster Journal of May 16, 1801, printed by 
William Hamilton, at Franklin's Head, King Street, west of the Court- 
House, contains the following notice : 

" Washington. 

" Francis Johnston & William Hamilton being desirous of perpetu- 
ating the various Eulogies, Elegiac Poems, masterly Orations and other 
productions, both in prose and versification, which have been written 
and spoken in commemoration of the illustrious Washington, propose 
to compile them in an handsome volume, neatly bound, with an elegant 
likeness of the General. There will be added an Appendix, containing 
the celebrated anonymous Letters published in the American Camp at 
the close of the Revolutionary War, together with General Washing- 
ton's well timed answer ; his farewell Address to the Army, his patriotic 
Resignation before Congress, as Commander in Chief, his wife, pathetic 
and affectionate Legacy to his Country on his retiring from the Presi- 
dential Chair ; Letter on his late acceptance of the command of the 
Troops of the United States, and, lastly, his last Will and Testament. 

" Terms. — To Subscribers, Two Dollars, to be paid on delivery of the 
Book. 

" Subscribers' Names will be prefixed. 

"Feancis Johnston. 
"William Hamilton. 

"January 24, 1800." 

Did Peggy Shippen (Mrs. Arnold) and her Sisteks attend 
the Meschianza ? — What is the authority for the remarkable state- 
ment, italicized in the following paragraph, on page (57) of Keith's 
" Provincial Councillors," Philadelphia, 1883 ? It occurs in the notice 
of Edward Shippen, afterwards Chief-Justice of Pennsylvania : 

" When the British took possession of Philadelphia Mr. Shippen re- 
turned to his house in town and was on terms of intimacy with many of 
the British officers. His daughters, particularly the youngest, were 
much admired and flattered, and though their father refused to permit 
them to attend the Meschianza, it is to be feared that this is to be attrib- 
uted to a just feeling of shame at the indelicacy of the costume in which 
they were expected to appear, rather than to any patriotic sentiment 
prompting him to forbid his family to take part in festivities of an 
enemy." 

In what has always been accepted as Andre's own personal account 
of the fete that he got up in honor of the departure of Howe, and called 
the Meschianza, written from Philadelphia May 23, 1778, five' days after 
the event and published two months later, in London, in the Gentle- 
man's Magazine for August, 1778, he gives a list of those who actively 
participated. Among the Knights of the Blended Bose he names — 

" 6th Knight Lieut. Sloper in honor of Miss M. Shippen." 
And among the Knights of the Burning Mountain — 

" 1st Knight Lieut. Underwood in honor of Miss S. Shippen. 
2nd Knight Lieut. Winyard in honor of Miss P. Shippen." 
These Misses Shippen were the daughters of Edward Shippen. Miss 
Mary became Mrs. Mcllvaine, Miss Sarah became Mrs. Thomas Lea, 
and Miss Peggy became the unfortunate wife of Benedict Arnold. 

The statement in " Provincial Councillors" is without qualification or 
explanation, but dogmatically asserts that the daughters of Edward 
Shippen were not permitted to attend the Meschianza. Are we then to 
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accept as "the truth of history" the statement in "Provincial Council- 
lors," written one hundred and five years after the event noted, that the 
Misses Shippen did not attend the Meschianza, or are we to accept 
Andre's statement, written five days after the event, that they did ? 

Charles Henry Hart. 



Hubley's "American Revolution." — The Western Star of Mon- 
day, June 3, 1805, printed at Lewistown, Pennsylvania, by Edward Cole, 
contains the following advertisement of a now scarce book : 

"The 
First Volume 
of the 
'American Revolution' 
By Bernard Hubley 
Is now in the press in the printing office of Mr. Andrew Kennedy, town 
of Northumberland, State of Pennsylvania. Said Hubley begs the 
favor of those gentlemen who are subscribers, to forward him (to his 
place of residence town of Northumberland) the money therefor, by the 
earliest opportunity, in order to enable him to have the second volume 
printed as soon as possible. He returns his sincere thanks to those gen- 
tlemen who interested themselves in his behalf in procuring subscribers, 
and would be greatly obliged to those, who have not yet forwarded to 
him the names of the subscribers to take the earliest opportunity. He 
anticipates that every subscriber will have no objection in paying three 
dollars for each copy, instead of two dollars as set forth in the proposals, 
wherein was stated there would be about 300 pages in octavo, whereas 
now there will be at least 600, which it is presumed will be a full com- 
pensation and satisfaction for the additional one dollar. He regrets that 
it was not in his power to procure a sufficiency of paper that will enable 
him as he supposes to provide every subscriber with a copy of this edi- 
tion. The alternative therefore, must be, that those who pay first, must 
be first furnished, and so on in rotation. It is in contemplation as soon 
as the first volume is published, that the second will be put to press, and 
so on until the whole number are printed, which it is supposed will be 
at least five or six." 



A Robbery in Lycoming County, Pennsylvania, 1803.— The 
Pittsburgh Gazette of Friday evening, April 8, 1803, contains the follow- 
ing advertisement : 

" A Robbery 

Attended with uncommon circumstances of cruelty lately took place in 
the county of Lycoming. A Miss M'Dowell, travelling from Montreal 
to her father (Doctor M'Dowell, now residing in Kentucky) was robbed 
of her clothing, her gold watch, and cash to the amount of 1100 Guineas, 
and then left in a thicket gagged and tied to a tree. The Robber is a 
middle sized man, dark complexion, long black hair, with a large hair 
mole over the left eye ; had on a light grey coat with a deep blue under 
coat — had with him a grey and a black horse. 

"The person who may be so fortunate as to apprehend the Robber 
will doubtless be amply rewarded by the friends of the unfortunate girl. 

" March 28, 1803. 

" All Printers are requested to insert the above." 
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Letter or General Arthur St. Clair, 1787. — 

" New York March lO* 1787. 

"Dear Sir. 

" As the Business of the Missisippi, and consequently the Treaty with 
Spain iSj I see likely to be agitated in the Assembly, I have taken the 
Liberty to give you an Abstract, as well as I can recollect, of what 
passed on the Subject in another Place ; not that I presume to furnish you 
with any new Ideas, or that I am insensible of the impropiety of divulg- 
ing the Substance of Debates where Secrecy is enjoined — It is in my 
opinion a very improper thing to bring matters of general national Im- 
port before the individual Legislatures, and is very rarely done, I be- 
lieve but where single Men conceive some object of immediate Interest 
to themselves may be affected, and which they are inclined to pursue 
without much regard to the public good and I take this to be very much 
the Case in the present Instance. It is realy a sort of Apeal to the 
People, who have Passions only to be roused and no reason to be con- 
vinced or Judgement to be directed. It may be some excuse for myself 
that I know that Communications on this subject have been made, and 
expressly with that view, to leading Men in some of the States, and 
have reason to believe that the same is done or doing by one, if not two 
of my Colleagues to Members of your house, and it appears to me to be 
proper that if one side of a Picture is to be shown, it should be pre- 
sented on the other side also. The Vote to remove the seat of government 
has impressed us here very much and augers ill to other Measures — I 
am of opinion it would be best not to give it very serious opposition, or 
it will end in transferring it to Lancaster, and perhaps detaching the 
Members from that County from the Party. — I cannot think them 
serious in the Design to go to Harris's, but I think it very probable that 
they may explain themselves to them as having Lancaster realy for 
their object. — There seems to be a spirit of Madness gone forth amongst 
the People that nothing but some severe calamity I fear will restrain — 
The Massachusetts Insurrection seems to be quelled, but it is certain the 
Discontents still prevail and it may well be doubted wether the dis- 
qualifying so many People, till the next general Election shall be over, 
was very prudent or at all likely to remove them. We still want one 
State more from the Southward to carry the removal from this place and 
have not a prospect of having it soon, as Maryland will not be here at 
all until a new appointment takes place, after the meeting of their 
Legislature. 

"lam 
" Dear Sir 

" Your most obedent servant 

"Ar St Clair 

" What is your opinion of the Pittsburgh County — I wish we may not 
overshoot ourselves in that Business. — I know Mr. Brackenridge is san- 
guine that the Bepublican Interest would prevail there — but I think he 
is mistaken, and I know that county very well — there are very few 
People in it that ether know or care anything about the State of Partys 
— still fewer that are decidedly with us and have any weight — and scarce 
any that would not sacrifice at the shrine of popularity — The Presbyte- 
rian Interest is the prevailing Interest in all the western Counties, and 
they and the Constitutionals have made almost every where common 
Cause — neither Hannis nor Jacks Town are the proper places, the last 
is but eight miles from the southern boundary and the first about four 
miles farther whilst is forty at least to the northener and a great deal 
more to the north East — Hannis Town would do well enough however 



122 Notes and Queries. 

whilst the County is kept together — but in case of a Division, and it 
must come sometime, the plan should be somewhere on the loyal han- 
ning — there is a very good place at the Breast Works below the nine 
Mile run — but the Land belongs to me, which would be I suppose an 
objection. Irwin was complaining to me this morning that he is sus- 
pected of desertion — I wish the matter of his correspondence may not 
have been improperly mentioned — I told him I had heard of it in 
Philad a with Smillis — and that he boasted of it on all occasions." 

Abstract of Lease of Property oe Eobert Grace to Benja- 
min Franklin, 1745. — Abstract of the original indenture in the hand- 
writing of Benjamin Franklin, in the collection of Mr. Charles Boberts, 
of this city : 

" This Indenture made the thirtyeth Day of December in the Year of 
our Lord One Thousand seven Hundred Forty Five Between Robert 
Grace of the City of Philadelphia, Merchant, and Benjamin Franklin 
of the same City Typographer. . . . Beginning at John Jones' Lot and 
thence running Eastwardly on Market Street seventeen Foot to the 
Widow Bead's Lot ThenCe by the same Lot Northwardly to Jones' 
Alley One Hundred sixty four Foot Thence running Westwardly on the 
same Alley Thirty four Foot to Thomas Shute's Lot Thence South- 
wardly by the same Lot sixty two Foot Thence Eastwardly by John 
Jones' Lot afore a seventeen Foot and Thence Southwardly by the same 
Lot One Hundred and two Foot to Market Street afore 4 the Place of 
Beginning. ... To have and to hold the said Lot Messuages Buildings 
. . . from the first Day of January next ensuing full Term of fourteen 
Years. . . . Yielding and paying therefore yearly . . . Fifty five Pounds 
lawful Money of Pennsylvania. ... 

" On March 28, 1757, it was agreed that the lease be continued seven 
years beyond the term therein expressed and limited, at the rent of 
Sixty Pounds per annum." 

Poor Bichard's Almanack. — Among the Franklin manuscripts in 
the collection of Mr. Charles Roberts, of this city, are a number of 
accounts between Benjamin Franklin and David Hall, from which it 
appears that from 1752 to 1765 inclusive there were printed and sold 

" Poor Bichard's" . 141,251 copies. 

" " pocket edition 25,735 " 

" German " 5,197 " 

and 35,100 Primers, from 1749 to 1765. 

Mrs. Willett to General Kosciusko, September, 1797. — 

" It is suffitient to Conquor ! generous minds never exult. The vic- 
tory gained over General Gates & Stuben, was not superior Play, but 
their politness that gave me the superiority at Chess. 

" To receive a lesson from General Kusciusko, will be doing me a great 
favor and I am willing to sacrifice my fame as a Chess player if it can 
possibly contribute to his amusement one half hour — but 1 must pray 
his indulgence as I have not been in the habit of playing for many 
Months. 

" Shou'd our intentions not be prevented we intend drinking Tea w* 
Mrs. Gates this afternoon — You know General I must say a civil word 
to Mary — or at some lone hour when Spectre's Walk, the men may haunt 
me for my attatchment to you. 

"S. W." 
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Notice of Sale of Franklin's Furniture and Household 
Goods. — 

FUENITUEE. 



This Day, 

At 10 o'Clock, 

At the House of the late DK. FBANKLIN, up Franklin Court, 

Market Street 
Will be Sold, by Public Vendue, 

A variety of valuable Furniture and Plate consisting of 

MAHOGANY Side-Board, Dining, Card and Pembroke Tables ; Ma- 
hogany chairs; Looking Glases; Cloath's Presses; Tea Urns, 
Plated candlesticks ; Windsor chairs, an elegant Sopha ; chintz Window- 
Curtains ; Chests of Drawers ; a Forte Piano ; a Harpsicord ; a Copying 
Press ; circular and other Coal Grates ; Franklin Stoves ; China ; Queen's 
Ware; Brass Handirons; Shovels and Tongs; Plated Knives and 
Forks; &c. 

SILVEE and PLATED WAEE. 

Waiters, Sugar Cannisters, Snuffers and Stand, a dish cross, Tea and 
Coffee Pots, Cruet- Frame and Castors, Candlesticks, Saucepans, Butter- 
Ladles, Wine-Strainer, Funnels, Tureen, with handsome Glass of ele- 
gant workmanship, Milk-Pots, &c. &c. 

Sundry KITCHEN FUENITUEE; 
Also A SEDAN CHAIE. 

The goods may be viewed on Thursday & Friday by applying as 
above. 

EICHAED FOOTMAN, Auctioneer. 
21st May 1792. 



A Question of Date. — Letter from a pupil at West Town Friends' 
School: 

"Weston 1 School, A.D. 12th mo. 23rd, 1800, 
" the last of the 18th Century. 

"Dear Father, 

" I received thy affectionate letter of the 8th instant, in which thou 
mentionedest that my last letter was dated 12 months before thou re- 
ceivedest it. I would advise thee to look at the date of it again and I 
apprehend that thou wilt see thy mistake (as my letter was dated in the 
year 1800), unless thou thinkest that the present is the year 1801 which 
I cannot think as thy letter was dated 1800. But if this be the year 
1801 then thy letter was dated more than one year ago at which time 
thou sayest that my letter was dated one year before that which 
makes it more than two years since my letter was dated : but it was 
written only three weeks ago and was dated according to that time. 
Again thou sayest that my letter was dated in the last year of the last 
century which was 100 years ago and consequently more than 86 years 
before my birth which could not be possible, so I think that either thou 
or I must be greatly mistaken." 
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Letter of Sir Henry Clinton' to Lord Amherst, 1780. — 

" New Yoek, 16th Oct. 1780. 

"My Lord, 

"lam honoured with your Lordship's letter by the August packet 
acquainting me that your Lordship had been so good to interest yourself 
to obtain for Oaptn. Barry of the 52d regt. his Majesty's leave to serve 
with this army as Deputy Adjutant General. I am to return your Lord- 
ship my thanks for your goodness to me on this occasion. My aid de 
Camp Capt. St. George will have the honor of presenting this to your 
Lordship. To him, my Lord, I beg leave to refer your Lordship for 
particulars respecting our present situation. On the eve of a very im- 
portant stroke (concerted with the rebel general Arnold) in was discov- 
ered. The General has made his escape to us ; but we have lost our 
Adjutant General. As it is painful to me to enter into the particulars 
of this unhappy affair, I am sure your Lordship will forgive me if I 
refer you to Capt. St. George. 

" I have the honor &c. 

(signed) "H. Clinton. 

"Et. Honble. 

"Lord Amherst." 

Letters from Northumberland, Pennsylvania, 1812-1813. — 

" Northumberland 7 mo : 10th 1812 : 
"... Last Seventh day [Fourth of July] was spent pleasantly at 
William Wilson's, at Chilisquaque, about five miles from this Place, with 
an Annual Company — the De Gouchys, John Boyds, Charles Halls, and 
this Family, who on this occasion meet alternately at each others houses. 
But one Health was drunk, to the memory of our Beloved Washington. 
" First day, at home, the day very warm and trying. But little Con- 
versation, except Exclamations of the Heat, and Drowsiness of Spirit. 
In the Night notices were put up at the Public Houses and several 
Stores, requesting the Citizens who wished well to their Country to 
illuminate their Houses ; which, tho' a measure highly disapproved of, 
was acquiesced in. Thus a Mob was suffered to rule. They paraded 
thro' every Street, with Drum and Fife, and several of them armed with 
Muskets. Before the doors of the principal Inhabitants, they fired a 
Volley, gave a huzza, and marched off. Some of the Houses made a 
brilliant appearance. . . . They had a large Pole with a Transparency 
on the top, representing the American Eagle triumphant over the British 
Crown." 

" Northumberland, Dec. 30th 1813. 
" Our Citizens are applying, one and all, to the Legislature for a Bank, 
with a reasonable prospect of success, as they have Mr. Cremer on their 
side, and the Governor it is to be hoped will be in an affable mood, as he 
is a successful candidate for the favor of Mrs. Scott of Harrisburgh (for- 
merly Miss Slough) 'tis said the marriage is soon to take place. The 
Bank is to be called the Bridge Bank ; alas ! poor Ferry ! Mr. Denkler 
drove over the Bridge to the Island in grand style on Christmas Day, in 
his five-horse team ; the waggon loaded with men and boys, and followed 
by the President, Managers, viewing Committee, Mr. Architect Burr, & 
all his regiment of workmen in superb procession, the dancing Master 
with his fiddle and all the towns people following. We talk a great deal 
about the calamities of war, but it does not seem to affect the spirits of 
the populace much." 
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Letter op David Bittenhouse to Benjamin Franklin 
Bache. — 

"Jany 10«> 1794. 

" Dear Sir 

" The Besolutions of the Democratic Society of the 9 th inst. have my 
most cordial approbation. But I think I cannot with propriety affix my 
name to them as President because I was not present when they were 
agreed on. The Signature of the Chairman for the time, or the Secre- 
tary, if attending, will I conceive be most proper. I am fully Sensible 
of the disadvantage arising from the non attendance of the President, 
and therefore thanking the Society with great Sincerity for the honor 
they have done me and wishing to promote its very laudable views, I 
must request them to accept my resignation, and to chuse another in 
my stead 

" I am, Dear Sir, with great respect, your 
" friend and very humble Serv' 

"Day. Bittenhouse." 

"The Family Becord oe Hercules and Sarah Cooke, Tran- 
scribed from a Eare folio Edition of The Bible : London : Printed 
by John Baskett, Printer to the Kings most Excellent Majesty. 
MDCCXXII. (1722). 

" (1) Hercules Cooke Was Borne The two and Twentieth day of July, 
in the Year of Our Lord god 1697. 

" (2) Sarah Cooke The Wife of Hercules Cooke Was Borne The two 
and Twentieth Day of May In The Year of Our Lord God Anno D'mi 
1710 

" (3) ffranies Cooke The Daughter of Hercules and Sarah Cooke Was 
Borne July 27th In the Year of Our Lord Christ 1730 

" (4) Elizabeth Cooke The Daughter of Hercules and Sarah Cooke 
was Borne the Tenth Day of September in The Year of our Lord 1732 

" (5) Eichard Y Cooke the Son of Hercules and Sarah Cooke was 
borne the Sixteenth Day of June In the Year of our Lord God A'no 
Domi. 1734. 

" (6) William Cooke the Son of Hercules and Sarah Cooke Was 
Borne The one and Twentieth Day of August In ye year of our Lord 
1736. 

" (7) Mary Cooke the Daughter of Hercules and Sarah Cooke, Was 
Borne December the 16 th in the Year of our Lord Crist, 1738. 

" (8) John Cooke the Son of Hercules and Sarah Cooke Was Borne 
the Twenty sixth Day of January in the year of our Lord 1740. 

" (9) Sarah Cooke the Daughter of Hercules and Sarah Cooke Was 
Borne the Twentieth Day of August in y e year of our Lord. 1742. 



" i. Hercules Cooke departed this Life Sept. y e 30 th in y e year of 
our God 1760." 
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Letter oe John Qtjincy Adams on French Claims. — 

"Meeidian Hill 
" Washington, 6 April 1829. 

"Worthy Friend — 

" I have received your of the 3 1 * ins' & wish it were in my power to 
return a Satisfactory answer to your enquiry, I should suppose your 
Claim on the French Government worth more than ten per cent, & yet 
I cannot advise you not to take it. In the affairs of man Justice oftimes 
knocks at the door without obtaining admission. The French Govern- 
ment have so long tied up the knocker with us that I really cannot tell 
whether they will ever let us in. Still my experience warrants the con- 
clusion that claims of Justice, long, very long delayed do ultimately 
obtain indemnity. I hope it may be so with yours. 

" Respectfully your friend & fellow Citizen 

"J. Q. Adams" 

Eobert Kearney Moore.— On page 23, Keith's " Provincial Coun- 
cillors," is noted the name of Eobert Kearney Moore, with the addi- 
tional note, " was of Kentucky, merchant, d. s. p." 

Eobert Kearney Moore was the son of William Moore and Sarah 
Lloyd, and a descendant of Thomas Lloyd, at one time President of the 
Council, as may be seen by reference to the above work. 

Instead of dying without issue, Robert Kearney Moore married Feb- 
ruary 5, 1806, Catherine Allen Prince, a widow, who was born May 27, 
1775, and died March 22, 1836. She was the daughter of Jones and 
Catharine (Walker) Allen. Eobert K. Moore died May 25, 1807, leav- 
ing one child, Sarah Lloyd Eobert Moore, born February 24, 1807, died 
August 4, 1833 ; married April 20, 1823, Urban Epenetus Ewing, born 
July 23, 1800. He was son of John and Mary (Baker) Ewing. 

Their children were : 

"Eobert Allen Karney Moore Ewing, b. June 14, 1824; d. May 27, 
1825. 

" Catharine Allen Karney Moore Ewing, b. Oct. 13, 1825. 

"Eobert Allen Karney Moore Ewing, b. May 12, 1827; d. Jan. 8, 
1849. 

"Mary Lloyd Moore Ewing, b. Feb. 15, 1829. 

" Sally Moore Ellen Adelia Ewing, b. Jan. 9, 1831. 

" Urbin John Donaldson Ewing, b. Jan. 18, 1833 ; d. June, 1834." 

The above is taken from the Bible record of Mrs. Henry L. Pope 
(Sally Moore Ellen Adelia Ewing), of Louisville, Kentucky. 

A. H. C. 

Neisser, the Clockmaker of Germantown, Pa. — Augustine 
Neisser, the clockmaker of Germantown, was born in 1717, at Sehlen, 
Moravia. In 1736 he emigrated to Georgia, and a few years later came 
to Pennsylvania and settled in Germantown. Married by Rev. Michael 
Schlatter, in November of 1770, to Catherine Eeisinger, and had issue 
three sons, George Henry, Augustine, and Jacob, descendants of whom 
are living. 

Dr. Samuel L. Mitchell, New York, to a Philadelphia 
Friend, 1814. — "The good man Johnson seems inflexible in his terms. 
. . . He possesses a number of pretty things, chiefly pawned to him for 
money, such as a diamond pin, a malachite on the top of a golden snuff- 
box, and several other things, which seem to have belonged to a noto- 
rious English buck who figured here for a while under the name of 
Major Wheatley." 
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George Reynolds, who was commissioned captain, First Battalion 
Pennsylvania Regiment, May 17, 1756, and recruited his company in 
Lebanon Township, Lancaster County, was an ancestor of Major-General 
John Fulton Reynolds, who fell at the battle of Gettysburg. 

E. P. 

A Return oe the First City Troop, 1799. — From the original 
return in the possession of William Macpherson Hornor, Esq. : 

" Return of the first City Troop of Cavalry — Commanded by Captain 
John Dunlap — 

" 1 Captain, 2 Lieutenants, 1 Cornet, 1 Adjutant, 1 Surgeon, 1 Quar- 
ter-Master, 4 Serjeants, 4 Corporals, 55 privates, 1 Trumpeter, 1 Far- 
rier— 72. 

" Philadelphia, March 25 th , 1799. 

" By order of the Captain. 

" John Donaldson, 

"Q, r Master." 

Kirk, Jones, Fenton, Preston, and Scott. — Isaac Kirk, of Buck- 
ingham, Bucks County, Pennsylvania, married, Second month, 1746, 
Rachel (Fell) Kinsey (No. 9, Genealogy of the Fell Family), daughter 
of Joseph Fell and Elizabeth Doyle. Who were his ancestors ? 

Godfrey Kirk, of Wrightstown, Bucks County, Pennsylvania, whose 
daughters, Jane and Sarah, married Thomas Fell, Second month 24, 
1750, and George Fell, Third month 6, 1751, respectively, sons of Joseph 
Fell and Elizabeth Doyle (Nos. 11 and 12, Fell Genealogy). Who were 
the ancestors of Godfrey Kirk, and also his wife ? 

Isaac Kirk, whose son Stephen married, Sixth month, 1760, Phebe 
Fell 3 (No. 24, Fell Genealogy), daughter of Benjamin Fell. 2 They re- 
sided in Buckingham Township, and about 1763 removed to Richland 
Township, Bucks County, Pennsylvania. Who were the ancestors of 
Isaac Kirk, and also his wife ? 

John Jones married Huldah Fenton, Bucks County, Pennsylvania. 
Issue : John, Eleazer Fenton, Jesse, Huldah, Hannah, Ephraim, and 
Mary. Only date I have is, Jesse, born Second month 29, 1782. Who 
were the ancestors of John Jones and Huldah Fenton ? 

Preston married Scott, Bucks County, Pennsylvania. Issue : 

Mary, married John Rich ; Martha, married Josiah Rich ; Elizabeth, 
married John Jones, and Anne, married John Gillingham. Who were 

the ancestors, and what were the Christian names of the above 

Preston and Scott ? 



Haddonfield, New Jersey ^ 



Henry J. Kirk. 



Volck Family, oe Lehigh County, Pennsylvania. — Andrew 
Volck, Sr., and his wife Catherine, maiden name Meckel, immigrated 
from Worms, Germany, to New York in 1709, and settled at Newburgh 
on the Hudson. In 1735 they removed to what is now Lynn Township, 
Lehigh County, Pennsylvania. He died in September, 1747, and his 
widow in January, 1762, aged 82 years. Issue : 

George, b. 1705, near Worms ; d. in 1761, in Lynn Township ; md. 
Dorothea, m.n. Davis, from Amity Township, Philadelphia County, 
who after the death of her husband, in 1764, md. Andrew Eisenhard. 
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Charles, born at sea, 1709, who settled in Berks County, 1766 ; md. 
Catherine, m.n. Harvey, b. in Plymouth Township, Philadelphia County. 

Jacob, b. 1717, in New York, and removed with his parents to Lehigh 
County ; md. Mary Davis, sister of the wife of his brother George. 

Andrew, Jr., b. May, 1721, in New York; settled in 1762 in Lehigh 
County, Northampton County in 1768, and later in Berks County ; md. 
Mary Margaret Bomig, from the Palatinate. 

Further genealogical data is requested. J. 

Doan-Sloy. — Can any one give me information as to the place and 
date of marriage of Ebenezer, son of Joseph Doan, of Wrightstown, and 
Anna Savilla (Sybilla?) Sloy ? She was born in Hanover, Germany, in 
1732, and embarked for America with her parents, Henry and Catherine 
Sloy, and two other children in 1744. The parents both died on the 
voyage. Her marriage to Ebenezer Doan must have occurred about 
1754 or 1755, as their son Jonathan was born in 1756. In consequence 
of this marriage Ebenezer was disowned by the Society of Friends to 
which he belonged. In 1777, however, he applied to the Buckingham 
Society to accept his children who were yet under age under the care of 
the meeting. Jonathan, being over twenty-one, made the same request 
for himself and both were granted. 

Mabgaret Middleton. 

Doeling. — John Doeling is registered a shopkeeper of New York 
City in 1754. He was born on the island of Euegen in 1715; attended 
the University at Jena ; emigrated to New York, and in April of 1746 
was married at Amwell, New Jersey, to Mary Van Dusen, who was 
born near Albany, New York, about 1729. He died in New Jersey in 
1778. Wanted, the date of death of his wife, and the names of their 
children. 

Montague. 

Hempstead, New York. 

Till. — Would like to learn the full names of the father and mother 
of Rosamond Till, who married in 1702, at Darby, Pennsylvania, 
Thomas Hallowell. They removed to Abington, Pennsylvania, where 
Rosamond died Sixth month 13, 1745. Would also be glad to receive 
any information of her ancestors. 

A. I. H. 

Hallowell. — What relation was John Hallowell, who arrived at 
Darby, Pennsylvania, in 1682, from England, to Richard Hallowell, who 
was a member of Penn's Council, and who was prominent in Colonial 
times ? 

A. I. H. 

James Rogers. — Any person having Bible records of births, mar- 
riages and deaths, copies of wills, deeds, etc., relating to James Rogers, 
who came to this country in 1635 in the ship " Increase," and also his 
ancestors and descendants, will please correspond with 

Piqua, Ohio. Mas. Augusta I. T. Hicks. 

Thomas. — Wanted the full names of the father and mother of Daniel 
Thomas, who married Catherine, daughter of Evan and Gayner Morris, 
Seventh month 24, 1705, at Abington, Pennsylvania; also dates of birth 
and death of Daniel and Catherine Thomas. A. I. T. H. 
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Hallowell. — Eleanor, daughter of Samuel Hallowell, married Jo- 
seph Thomas, of Abington, Pennsylvania. Who were her ancestors? 
Where was she born, and when ? She died September 16, 1820, at 
Whitewater, Indiana. What was her mother's name, and when and 
where was she born ? A. I. T. H. 

King. — The full names of the parents of Hannah King, who married 
Eleventh month 29, 1738, Benjamin Thomas, at Abington, Pennsylva- 
nia, are wanted. When and where was she born, when did she die, and 
where ? The names of her children are also requested. H. 

Cupples. — This surname seems to be peculiar to some parts of Penn- 
sylvania, and not to any other part of America. Its Pennsylvania 
origin, where it abounds there, with any other information touching the 
name I should be glad to secure. My family records do not connect 
with Pennsylvania. Berry, in his " Cyclopaedia of Heraldry," gives 
Cupples a coat-of-arms and calls it English, but does not give the 
county. As a surname it has long been extinct in England. 

Joseph Geoege Cupples. 

Longwood, Boston, Mass. 

Gibson. — John Gibson, of Scotch-Irish descent, was born and brought 
up in Cumberland County at a place once known as the " Conochochyer 
Settlement." He married Sarah McDowell, May 15, 1781. He was a 
soldier in the Revolutionary War and was wounded in the battle of 
Brandywine. 

His children were named Mary, Margaret, and Sarah, John, Hugh, 
William, and Johnson McDowell Gibson. I will be greatly obliged to 
any one who will give me the names of the parents of John Gibson and 
Sarah McDowell, and any particulars concerning them. 

Saeah Gibson Humpheeys. 

Gibson P. 0., Parish of Terrebonne, Louisiana. 

Mettingen. — Information is requested as to the location, probably 
about the close of the last century, of Mettingen, near Philadelphia. 

Leaened. 

Washington. — In one of the old cemeteries of Brownsville, Penn- 
sylvania, are two tombstones ; one bears the name of Archibald Wash- 
ington, born in Southampton County, Virginia, February 25, 1785, died 
April 10, 1818 ; the other the name of John H. Washington, of the 
same county and State, born June 8, 1780, died April 13, 1818. What 
connection were these young men to George Washington, of Mount 
Vernon ? 

William C. Bar. 

Peice. — William and Ann E. Price, of Philadelphia, had two daugh- 
ters, — Sarah, born September 21, 1738, and Mary, born February 15, 
1740. Information is requested about their descendants. 

M. S. B. 

Gallatin. — Information is requested relating to the ancestry of 
Abraham and Henry Gallatin, who were residing in Lancaster, Pennsyl- 
vania, in 1749. 

Weidel. 

Vol. xxiii. — 9 
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Coe. — In " Pennsylvania Archives," Second Series, Vol. IX. p. 665, 
we find the following: "John Ooe, Justice of the Peace, Kent County, 
May 2, 1715 ; Three Lower Counties of Pennsylvania." When and 
where did John Coe come from, and who are his descendants ? 

Ernest E. Coe. 

Newark, N. J. 

Foter, Silversmith, of New York City. — We have three pieces 
of old silver stamped " Futer," and as my maternal great-grandmother's 
family were residents of New York City, I wish to know whether 
" Futer" was the maker and about what date he was in business? 

Mary Hinchman. 

$tptte*. 

Ftjtee, Silversmith, op New Yoek City. — Daniel Futer was a 
silversmith in New York City between 1754 and 1769, when it is sup- 
posed he returned to Europe. 

Ed. Penna. Mag. 

"§wl Sottas. 

A New History op Germantown.— The Pennsylvania German So- 
ciety announces that its forthcoming volume will be a History of the 
Founding of Germantown, by the Hon. Samuel W. Pennypacker. As 
the author is always an interesting writer on historical subjects, and is 
known to have given many years of research to the early history of 
Pennsylvania and the German settlers, we may look for a sympathetic 
and exhaustive treatment of his subject. 

Letters to Washington and accompanying Papers published 
by the Society op the Colonial Dames op America. Ed- 
ited by Stanislaus Murray Hamilton. Vol. I. 1752-1756. Boston 
and New York : Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 1898. 8vo, pp. xxi, 395. 
To those of us who have found it difficult to reconcile the principles 
of hereditary societies with democracy and republican institutions, and 
have been asking cui bono ? it is gratifying to have such a satisfactory 
answer to the query as that given by the Society of the Colonial Dames 
in the publication of this volume. We have had the letters from Wash- 
ington served up in every conceivable form by a variety of editors, whose 
conceptions of their duties often have made their work of dubious value ; 
but the letters to Washington have not until now been considered of 
sufficient importance to warrant systematic publication. The result has 
been that heretofore we have been left either to guess or to journey hun- 
dreds of miles to find out what Washington was writing about, and what 
caused him to say this or that, to this or that person, at this or that time. 
Therefore it can be appreciated instantly that this publication is of the 
first importance and an absolute need. The intention at present seems 
to be to print, in six volumes, the letters to Washington down to the year 
1775, and while half a loaf is better than no bread, there should be no 
time limit until all the letters to Washington, on file in the Department 
of State at Washington and in other depositories, public and private, 
are likewise printed ; and doubtless, if the Colonial Dames receive the 
substantial encouragement they deserve for the good work they are doing, 
they will continue the series down to the death of Washington, now 
nearly one hundred years ago. 



